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Here is yet another example which goes t o  prow 
the  pressing need of elimination; in other words : 
State Registration for Nurses. 

I earnestly hope that when this most desirable 
peform becomes lam, some means mill be adopted 
t o  prevent unqualified people from arrogating to  
themselves the right-the monopoly of riglit as in 
%his case-to settle parochial nursing affairs. I 
have always held my uniform in reverent respect, 
but cases like this make one feel that  the kitchen 
fire is the only place for it-since it is so smirched 
and dishonoured. 

BEATRICE &Wl?. 

T H E  DANGER OF UNREGISTERED NURSES. 
To the Editor of the ‘‘British Journal of Nursing.” 

DEAR ’ i \ l A m x , - I  am glad t o  observe that Dr. 
Knyvett Gordon drew attention in a recent issue 
t o  the danger t o  lying-in patients of the unregis- 
tered monthly nurse. 

He shows that .midwives are nom under the 
control and supervision of the Central Midwives’ 
Board, but that  many-probably the majority-of 
confinements take place under the supervision of 
a doctor ((with a ‘ nurse ’ of some sor t  in atten- 
du,nce also.” Of course, it is easy t o  say that the 
doctor should make sure that  the nurse working 
under him is thoroughly trained for her work 
and personally suitable to be introduced into the 
houses of Iiis patients. But how can a busy 
medical practitioner inquire into the references 
of every nurse he employs? It is absurd to 
suppose it possible. Certificates ? Yes; but 
certificates hare no definite value. We hear much 
of standardisation of disinfectants, but there is 
none of nurses’ certificates. Besides, certificates 
may be forged or borrowed, and if a doctor is 
dissatisfied with a nurse, and even recommends 
her dismissal, there is nothing, as Dr. Qordon 
points out, t o  prevent her from going from a 
case of puerperal fever t o  attend another woman 
in her confinement under another doctor, The 
medical profession are thus on the horns of a 
dilemma.’ Shall they advise their patients t~ 
engage midwives. t o  nurse them through their 
confinements who have passed the examination of 
the  Central Midwives’ Board, aad thus been 
required to show evideqce of a certain amount of 
lesperience and skill in the nussing care of lying-in 
patients, but. who mav intimab to these 

T H E  SAFETY OF T H E  X-RAYS. 
To the Zditor of the ‘(British Journal of Nurshg.” 

DBAR MADaar,--In the universal synipathy which 
the Press has extended t o  Ifs. Cos, in his present 
misfortune, we thinli that  undue stress is being 
laid on the ( (  Dangers of S-Rays.” 

The esaggerated reports which appeared some 
time ago, consequent upon the sufferings of some 
of the earliest pioneers, created a soare which was 
injurious in many v-ays. It affected not only the 
English manufacturer and tlie ineclical man, who 
wese sufficiently enterprising t o  t d<e  up the new 
treatment, but also t o  a considerable extent de- 
prived the public of tlie benefit of the discovery 
which has been of such incalculable V ~ I U Q  in t,he 
relief of snff ering nncl the advancement of medical 
linowledge. 
Jt cannot be too strongly pointed out that  t,he 

only danger in the rays was to  the earlier pioneers 
and operators. 

As the result of the esperiinents of Dr. Hall 
Edwards, Mr. €I. V. Cox, and others, apparatus 
has been devised which entirely obviates any 
danger either t o  the patient or t o  the operatoq 
while the experiments of &Xi%. Sabouraud and 
Noir4 in France have determined the maximum 
esposnre which may be given vith safety t o  the 
human skin. The rays are nom used with pesfect 
safety in thousands of hospitals throughout the 
world in the treatment of a great variety of 
diseases. One London public institution alone 
which we have equipped with apparatus, has 
treated over 800 children for ringworm during 
the last year without a single failure or a single 
case of X-Ray burn, even of the mildest descrip- 
tion. This fact alone proves %he great value of 
the rays in therapeutics, and also the safety with 
which they are used in modern practice, 

The precautions t o  be taken are simple and 
well ,understood, and no one need have the least 
hesitation in undergoing X-Ray treatment under 
the supervision of a qualified medical man. 

Yours faithfully, 
We are, Dear Madam, 

HARRP W. Cox h Co., LTD., 
0. WAITE, Secretary. 

47, Gray’s Inn Road, London, TV. C, 

aornmente anb ~ e p ~ f e a ,  - 
Cambridge.-Write to Miss 142ary Browne, Seore- 

taw, Guild of St, Basnabas, Church House, West- 
minster. London. S.W. 

patient& Cqhat there is 60 necessity to  engage 
a doctor on .the nex6 occasion; ox shall they be 
satisfied with nurses whose qualifications cannot 
be verified bv reference t o  a Register of Nurses 

Miss k. H.. Whitstable.-TSe know of no ASSO- 

published unlder State authqrity, & w e  a t  preseni 
such a Register is non-existent? 

The public, if it prefers t o  employ women mhose 
amsing knowledge is an unverified quantity, mill 
always be able to  do so, but it should a t  least 
have the opportunity of selecting such as have 
gained admission to  a State Register if it desires 
fo a4J 80. 

Yours faithfully, * 

~NREGISTERED NURSB AND CERTIEIED MIDWIFE. 

ciation for Mdternity Nurses organised on the lines 
you speak of. 

Private Nurse.-Messrs. Thomas Wallis and Co., 
Ltd., Holborn Circus, E.G., supply uniform bon- 
nets, which are both neat and becoming a t  very 
reasonable prices. We advise XOLI t o  inspecfi these, 

OUR PUZZLE COMPETITION. 
Rules for oompeting for the Pmtorial Pu55le 

Prize will be found on Advertisement page xii. 
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